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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 
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ANNIVERSARIES 


3rd, 1882: Hawthorn to Camberwell line opened. 
115, 

3rd, 1962: Springhurst to Wahgunyah car goods 
service withdrawn. (35) 

5th, 1892: Opening of Timboon Junction to 
Timboon line. (105) 

5th, 1962: Official opening of South Dynon 
Loco Depot. (35) 

6th, 1892: Opening of Lancefield to Kilmore 
line. (105) 

8th, 1972: Automatic signalling installed from 
Macaulay to Royal Park. (25 

11th, 1862: Railway opened between Geelong 
and Ballarat. (135) 

12th, 1962: VIP run on Southern Aurora from 
Sydney to Melbourne. (35) 

13th, 1987: Closure of Bowser to Bright line. (10) 

15th, 1972: Railway Exhibition at Spencer Street 
Station. (25) 

15th, 1882: Inglewood to Korong Vale line 
opened. (115). 

16th, 1962: Last b.g. run and first s.g. run of 
Spirit of Progress. (35) 

16th, 1962: Southern Aurora in regular service to 
Sydney. (35) 

18th, 1872: Opening of line between Essendon 
and School House Lane. (125) 

21st, 1887: Opening of Wedderburn Junction to 
Wedderburn line. (110) 

ae me Cope Cope to Donald line opened. 
115 

23rd, 1887: Opening of Camperdown to Terang 
line. (110) 

24th, 1877: Opening of line between Ararat and 
Dunkeld. (120) 

25th, 1862: Railway opened between Woodend 
and Kyneton. (135 

ae ae Opening of ARHS Railway Museum. 
35 

30th, 1952: Birregurra to Forrest passenger mail 
motor service withdrawn. (45) 

1917: Workshops opened at Ballarat North. (80) 

1957: Ford railmotor RM45 conducted high 
speed runs between Kerang and Koondrook. 
(40) 

MAY 
PEvcapens 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1897: Camberwell to Ashburton line closed 
(100) 

3rd, 1927: Opening of Goroke to Carpolac line. 
70 


6th, 1957: Maryborough to Ararat rail motor 
service withdrawn (40) 

7th, 1972: Last Bendigo to Sea Lake rail motor 
service. (25) 

8th, 1962: New carriage shed at South Dynon 
first used. (35) 

8th, 1892: North Fitzroy to Fitzroy passenger 
service withdrawn (105) 

11th, 1887: Fatal accident at Windsor when 
Brighton express crashed into a local train — 
6 killed and 100 injured. (110) 

12th, 1942: Opening of line between Nowingi 
towards Millewa South. (55) 

13th, 1857: Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay 
Railway Company line opened from 
Melbourne to St Kilda. (40) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 


LYDIARD STREET, 
BALLARAT 


A decision was made by the Ballarat 
City Council in February to refuse an 
application by the PTC to have the 
Lydiard Street gates decommissioned. 
Since the decision was made a special 
advisory committee will be set up to 
determine the future of the 112 year 
old gates. 


NEW NAME AND NUMBER 
TO NAME 


Museum station in Melbourne’s 
underground loop was renamed Mel- 
bourne Central station on Sun.16.2. 

Stopping place number 15 on the 
Stony Point line is now known as Mor- 
radoo. Not only are there new signs 
but the platform has been extended 
along with a new shelter and improved 
landscaping. The name Morradoo was 
chosen after a naming competition 
within the local community. 


V/LINE FREIGHT 
CORPORATION 


The V/Line Freight corporation should 
be in operation on Ist July 1997. The 
Board will consist of five directors. Mr 
Robin Cooper, Minister for Transport 
says the corporation must be competi- 
tive with both road transport and an 
increasing number of rail freight 
operators. 

The Victorian Rail Track Authority 
will be set up to manage and maintain 
the country network, including, all 


track and infrastructure outside the 
suburban area. The Authority will also 
control, direct and charge for access 
and movement of trains on the rail- 
ways. 

The above is part of a Bill passed 
during the 1996 Spring Parliamentary 
session disaggregating the PTC into 
smaller, autonomous, customer focus- 
sed business units. 


PASSENGER AND FREIGHT 
SERVICES MAY RETURN 
TO LEONGATHA 


Deputy Premier Pat McNamara has 
said passenger train services could 
return to Leongatha. The statement 
coincides with tenders being called 
for certain passenger services to be pri- 
vatised. As most infrastructure still 
remains only minimal funds would be 
required to bring the line up to stand- 
ard. He also said restoring freight trains 
on the line would be the next logical 
step. However, buses could still win 
the day if they require less state subsidy 
to operate the service than a passenger 
train. 


OVER IN THE WEST 


BHP has advertised vacancies for seven 
locomotive driver positions in Wes- 
tern Austalia. The result was 750 appli- 
cations. 

Hamersley Iron have stored all three 
GE Dash 7 locomotives, the fleet of 
five Clyde-GM SD50’s and two Dash 9 
locomotives due to a downturn in 
export sales of iron ore. 


C508-NR79-442s4 depart Berrybank with 9702/AM5 up superfreighter. 
Tues.11.2.97 Gavin McLaughlan 
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On-TRAIN CATERING 
IN VICTORIA 1908-1980 


O.:. 1 1960: The buffet car 


(Wimmera — 27 seat buffet) running on 
the Albury Express was withdrawn after 
it had made a loss of €7,000 in 1959/60. 
Wimmera was now a spare car for Mitta Mitta, which was 
allocated to the Daylight. 


The length of the refreshment stop at Seymour was in- 
creased, and a refreshment stop was provided at Wangaratta 
for most Albury Express services as a substitute for the buffet 
car. The extra standing time for refreshments was fully com- 
pensated by a general acceleration of the Albury Express that 
saw the train arrive 25 minutes earlier at Albury in the north 
bound direction (10 minutes on Sunday), and 10 minutes 
earlier in Melbourne in the south bound direction (5 minutes 
on Sunday) [based on the times shown in the VR Public Time 
Table issued on 17 July 1961]. 

Prior to the withdrawal of the buffet car on the Albury 
Express, the following services ran with on-train catering as 
at 2 May 1960: 


Time 
Departs 

Corridor Direction Origin Days Run 

Albury down 8.00 am _ Mon. to Sat. (1) 
Albury down 4.15pm Mon. to Sat. (2) 
Albury down 5.00 pm Sunday (2) 
Albury down 6.30 pm Mon. to Sun. (3) 
Albury up 7.50 am Mon. to Sun. (3) 
Albury up 8.09 am — Sunday 3 
Albury up 8.15 am Mon. to Sat. (2) 
Albury up 5.20pm Mon. to Sat. (1) 


Number of trains operating each week on the Albury 
corridor with on-train catering = 40 (20 in each direction). 


Mon. to Sat. (4) 
Mon. to Sat. (4) 


Number of trains operating each week on the Bairnsdale 
corridor with on-train catering = 12 (6 in each direction). 


8.35 am 
2.10 pm 


Bairnsdale down 
Bairnsdale up 


Bendigo down 5.45pm Mon. to Fri. (5) 
Bendigo down 6.05 pm _— Saturday (5) 
Bendigo up 12.00 noon Mon. to Sat. (5) 


Number of trains operating each week on the Bendigo 
corridor with on-train catering = 12 (6 in each direction). 


In addition refreshment trolley services were provided on 
the following trains: 


Horsham down 140 pm Mon. to Sat. (6) 
Horsham up 10.18 am Mon. to Sat. (6) 
Mildura down 7.50 am Tues., Wed. 

and Thurs. (7) 
Mildura up 9.10 am Tues., Wed. 

and Thurs. (7) 
Warrnambool down 5.10pm Mon. to Fri. (8) 
Warrnambool down 6.10 pm _— Saturday (8) 
Warrnambool up 9.15am Mon. to Sat. (8) 


Number of trains operating each week with a refreshment 
trolley service = 30 (15 in each direction). 


The second instalment of 
a three-part article by 
Chris Banger 


1. Daylight — Mitta Mitta was rostered to 
this service. 


2. Albury Express — Wimmera was rostered 
to this service. 


. Spirit of Progress — The Cor-ten steel dining car was rostered 
to this service. 


4. Gippslander — Moorabool was rostered to this service. 
. Taggerty was rostered to this service. 


Ww 


ws 


6. Refreshments were only available between Melbourne and 
Ararat. The up time shown is the departure time from Ararat. 

7. Mildura Sunlight — Refreshments were only available between 
Melbourne and Donald. 

8. Refreshments were only available between Melbourne and Colac. 
The up time shown is the departure time from Colac. 


1961: The refreshment trolley service available on certain 
Warrnambool and Horsham line trains was withdrawn dur- 
ing the year. 


16 April 1962: Through standard gauge services for passenger 
traffic commenced between Melbourne and Sydney. Three 
trains were provided to operate the service, namely the South- 
ern Aurora, Spirit of Progress and Intercapital Daylight. 


On-train catering facilities were provided by the following 
vehicles: 


Southern Aurora: New dining and club cars coded RMS and 
BCS respectively. 


Spirit of Progress: VR buffet cars Wimmera, Mitta Mitta and Tan- 
jil were modified for standard gauge service and recoded 
VRS in lieu of their original names. Buffet car Tanjil was 
internally altered to a full length buffet car. The VRS buffet 
cars featured electric cooking appliances in place of the 
original slow combustion stoves. The original Spirit of 
Progress dining car was retained on broad gauge and was 
not assigned to a regular roster from this date. 


Intercapital Daylight: This train was equipped with a NSWGR 
RS class full length buffet car. 


New uniforms were introduced for the hostesses on the 
Spirit of Progress and the Intercapital Daylight with the start 
of standard gauge passenger services. 

In addition, two new types of china were phased in, namely: 


= A style unique to the Southern Aurora known as the 
‘Bordeaux’ pattern by the supplier (Loftus Moran). 

= A plain white china featuring a badge with stylised wings 
on either side of the letters ‘VR’. The words ‘Refreshment 
Services’ were printed beneath the badge. 


December 1963: Provisions for standard gauge services came 
from the following locations by this stage: 


Southern Aurora: Standard Gauge Depot Store, South Dynon. 
This train was not stripped of stores at the end of its jour- 
ney in Melbourne. The usual practice was to ‘top up’ 
stocks. 


Spirit of Progress: Stores from the Standard Gauge Depot, 
South Dynon and some perishables from the Spencer 
Street Cafeteria, i.e., entree dishes, sandwiches, etc. Ad- 
ditional supplies would be provided at Junee if required. 
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Intercapital Daylight: Provisioned entirely from the Spencer 
Street Cafeteria and stores complex. Additional supplies 
would be provided at Junee if required. 


1 March 1964: The VER cars entered service on the Spirit of 


Progress as car 24 in each carriage set. These cars provided 
supplementary refreshment capacity for the VRS full length 
buffet cars, and were the first VR carriages designed specifi- 
cally for a take away service. (A photo of a VFR car under 
conversion appears on p. 41 of the March 1964 issue of 
VR Newsletter). 


15 February 1966: A mini-buffet car (MBS class car) was intro- 
duced on the Mildura Sunlight. The use of this car allowed: 


= The refreshment trolley service previously available be- 
tween Melbourne and Donald to be withdrawn. 

= The refreshment facilities at Birchip and Ouyen to close 
from 10 February 1966. 

= A half hour reduction in the running time for the Sunlight. 


The mini-buffet provided a waitress service to the tables 
within the buffet area which accommodated 12 patrons. 
A take-away service was also available. No liquor service 
appears to have been provided. 

The MBS cars employed on this service ran a trial trip to 
Bendigo before entering traffic. 


27 April 1967: The Mildura Sunlight ran for the last time. The 
overnight service reverted to a six day a week service on 
28 April 1967 to compensate for the loss of the day service. 
The overnight service did not feature any on-train catering 
facilities. It is unclear what initially happened to the MBS 
buffet cars after this service was withdrawn. 


17 July 1967: A mini-buffet service was introduced on the 
Albury corridor using MBS class cars. These cars had formerly 
been allocated to the Mildura Sunlight and were now 
attached to the morning and evening Albury trains in both 
directions from Monday to Saturday. 

The refreshment rooms at Benalla and Wangaratta were 
closed with the introduction of the mini-buffet cars on the 
Albury Express. This left the following 14 country RRR open: 


OVER END SILLS 


Ararat, Ballarat, Bendigo, Camperdown, Colac, Geelong, 
Hamilton, Horsham, Kerang, Korong Vale, Korumburra, 
Seymour, Warragul and Wodonga. 


27 November 1967: The consist of the 8.30 am (No.5) down 
Albury train was altered to give passengers travelling in the 
Tocumwal section access to the MBS buffet car. To do this the 
MBS ran as the rear vehicle of the Albury section, and conse- 
quently as the trailing carriage north of Seymour. The consist 
of each section after this date was: 


Tocumwal Albury 
Day Section Section 
Mon. CE, AS, BS, BE* MBS, AS, ABE, CE 
Tues./Wed. CE, AS, BS MBS, AS, ABE, CE, 
CWt 
Thurs. CE, AS, BS MBS, AS, ABE, CE 
Fri. CE, AS, BS MBS, AS, ABE, AE, CE, 
CW 
Sat. CE, AS, BS, ABW MBS, AS, ABE, CE 


* Detach Numurkah 

T Detach Wangaratta 

Prior to this change the Albury section of the 8.30 am train 
consisted of: 


Mon. to Thurs. and Sat. CE, AS, MBS, ABE 
Fri. CE, AE, AS, MBS, ABS 


1968/69: From this period onwards an additional NSWGR 
RS class buffet car could be attached to the Intercapital 
Daylight Express if anticipated demand exceeded the capacity 
of the rostered RS class buffet car. 


1969: New lime green uniforms for female on-train catering 
staff were introduced in the middle of the year. The uniforms 
were originally allocated to staff working on standard gauge 
trains, but were later made available to staff on other trains. 


30 June 1970: The Poultry Farm was closed. The site today 
is occupied by a garage and housing. (See the December 1995 
issue of Australian Railway Enthusiast for a history of the 
poultry farm.) 
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2 November 1970: Club Cars were provided on the Overland 
for first class passengers. 

New red and white uniforms for female catering staff work- 
ing on the Overland were introduced that were unique to this 
train, and were used until mid-1985. 


22 February 1971: RBJ class cafeteria cars were added to the 
Overland, and completed the updating of this train. The first 
RBJ arrived in Melbourne on 13 February 1971 and was 
included in the consist of the west bound Overland on 22 
February 1971. 

The Overland RB) cafeteria cars were stocked at Spencer 
Street and were able to serve alcohol. The VR crew manned 
the car between Melbourne and Ararat in both directions, 
whilst the SAR crew manned the car between Adelaide and 
Coonalpyn in both directions. 


8 January 1973: The Ballarat Refreshment Rooms no longer 
opened for the down Overland or Vinelander. Murray Bridge 
(SA) Refreshment Rooms closed completely on this date. 


5 September 1974: The Refreshment Services Branch became 
the Trading and Catering Branch. 


9 February 1975: On-train refreshments became available for 
the first time on the 9.34 am down and 4.45 pm up Sunday 
Albury trains. 


March 1975: The report compiled by Mr G Mensforth 
(former Manager of the Trading and Catering Services Div- 
ision of the SAR.) on Trading and Catering Services (T&CS) 
of the VR was released and recommended numerous chan- 
ges. Mr Mensforth had been engaged as a consultant to 
undertake the study on 6 January 1975. It is unclear what 
recommendations were adopted and what impact they had 
on T&CS. 


October 1976: A formal training scheme commenced for 
female Trading and Catering staff. Training was carried out on 
interstate trains and at a training centre established at Rich- 
mond railway station. The on-train aspect of the training 
scheme was mainly directed at new employees, whilst lec- 
tures on the organisation of the railways, first aid, fire drill 
and safety were presented at Richmond to all staff. It appears 
that prior to this scheme staff were trained totally on the job. 

The Richmond Training Centre closed in 1979 and training 
was performed elsewhere. 


18 July 1977: A Cafeteria car service was introduced on the 
Vinelander. The MRS Cafeteria cars used on this train were 
converted from BS cars and featured a 12 seat lounge section 
for patrons (see Section 6 for a history of these cars). The 
buffet offered: 


= A take-away food service. 

= Soft drinks, liquor, cigarettes, ice cream, newspapers, etc. 

= The sale and consumption of liquor was restricted to the 
buffet car. 


COUPLED (OVER PULLIN 


Following the introduction of the Cafeteria cars on the 
Mildura corridor the following services ran with on-train 
catering from 7 November 1977: 


Time 
Departs 
Corridor Direction Origin Days Run 
Adelaide down 8.55pm Mon. to Sun. (1) 
Adelaide up 7.10pm Mon. to Sun. (1) 


Number of trains operating each week on the Adelaide 
corridor with on-train catering = 14 (7 in each direction). 


Albury down 8.35 am Mon. to Sat. 
Albury down 9.34am Sunday 

Albury down 4.45pm  Mon.to Fri. (2) 
Albury down 5.45 pm — Saturday (2) 
Albury up 7.20am Mon. to Sat. (2) 
Albury up 3.25pm Mon. to Fri. 
Albury up 430 pm _— Saturday 

Albury up 4.45pm Sunday 


Number of trains operating each week on the Albury 
corridor with on-train catering = 26 (13 in each direction). 


Bairnsdale down 9.00 am Mon. to Sat. — (3) 
Bairnsdale up 2.10pm  Mon.to Fri. (3) 
Bairnsdale up 2.20 pm _ Saturday (3) 


Number of trains operating each week on the Bairnsdale 
corridor with on-train catering = 12 (6 in each direction). 


Bendigo down 5.04pm Mon. to Thurs. (4) 
Bendigo down 5.40 pm Friday (4) 
Bendigo down 6.05 pm Saturday (4) 
Bendigo up 12.00 noon Mon. to Sat. (4) 


Number of trains operating each week on the Bendigo 
corridor with on-train catering = 12 (6 in each direction). 

Mildura down 9.20 pm Sun. to Fri. (5) 
Mildura up 9.30pm Sun. to Fri. (5) 


Number of trains operating each week on the Mildura 
corridor with on-train catering = 12 (6 in each direction). 


Sydney down 8.40 am Mon. to Sat. — (6) 
Sydney down 6.45 pm Mon. to Sun. (7) 
Sydney down 8.00 pm Mon. to Sun. (8) 
Sydney up 7.45 am Mon. to Sat. (6) 
Sydney up 8.00 pm Mon. to Sun. (8) 
Sydney up 8.10pm Mon. to Sun. (7) 


Number of trains operating each week on the Sydney 
corridor with on-train catering = 40 (20 in each direction). 
The total number of trains operating each week with on-train 
catering = 116 (58 in each direction). 


1. Overland — RBJ and Overland Club Cars were rostered to this 
service. 


* 2. Albury Express — MBS cars were rostered to this service. 


3. Gippslander — Moorabool was rostered to this service. 
4. Taggerty was rostered on these services. 
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MINI BUFFET 


An MBS mini-buffet car, possibly MBS2, standing in the passenger yard outside the Dudley Street car sheds 
on Mon.18.4.66 


. Vinelander — MRS cars were rostered to this service. 

. Intercapital Daylight — RS full length buffet cars were rostered 
to this service. 

. Spirit of Progress — VRS full length buffet cars were rostered to 
this service. 

. Southern Aurora — RMS Dining Cars and BCS Lounge Cars were 
rostered to this service. 

Few changes happened after 1977 until the introduction of 


the extensive alterations associated with the timetable 


changes of 4 October 1981. 


SECTION 1: 
ON-TRAIN STAFF NUMBERS 


Between 1908 and 1981 dining cars were worked exclusively 

by males, whilst buffet and cafeteria cars were worked by all 

female crews. 

The size of the crew varied with each service. During 1977 

the size of crews deployed on each catering vehicle were: 

= RBJ Cafeteria Car — Adelaide line: 3 female attendants 
(breakdown unknown). 


An MBS mini-buffet car on a test run on the Bendigo line conducted on 11.2.66 to allow staff to become familiar 
with the equipment. Mr F P Kennedy, superintendent of refreshment services, is the second from left 
being served the salad Both photos courtesy of the PTC 
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The interior of full length buffet car Mitta Mitta in April 1953 Photo courtesy of the PTC 
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= MBS Mini-Buffet — Albury line: 2 female waitresses, except 
on Sundays and busy periods when the crew was increased 
to 3 female waitresses. 

= Taggerty — Bendigo line: 4 females consisting of 1 super- 
visor, 2 cooks and 1 counterhand. 

" Moorabool — Bairnsdale line: 4 female attendants on Mon- 
day and Friday and 3 on other days. The 3 person crew con- 
sisted of 1 supervisor, 1 cook and 1 counterhand. 

= MRS Mini-Buffet — Mildura line: 3 female attendants 
(breakdown unknown). 

= RMS/BCS (Southern Aurora) — Sydney line: 8 male staff 
consisting of 1 steward-in-charge, 1 chef, 1 cook, 1 club car 
steward, 4 waiters. 

a VRS (Spirit of Progress) | RS (Intercapital Daylight) — Sydney 
line: 8 female staff (breakdown unknown). 

In 1977 on-train catering staff working intrastate services 
were based outside of Melbourne at: 


= Bendigo to work Taggerty. 

m Mildura to work the MRS on the Vinelander between 
Mildura and St.Arnaud where they changed over with 
Melbourne based crews. 

= Wodonga to work the MBS mini-buffets on the Albury line 
between Albury and Seymour where they changed over 
with Melbourne based crews. 


Crews working the VRS and RS buffet cars attached to the 

Spirit of Progress and the Intercapital Daylight swapped with 

Public Transport Commission of NSW crews at Junee, whilst 

Victorian crews working on the RMS and BCS attached to 

the Southern Aurora detrained and rejoined at Albury. 
Responsibility for crew rostering was vested in the fol- 

lowing areas: 

= Manager, Spencer Street Cafeteria: Interstate trains, MBS 
mini-buffets (Albury line) and MRS mini-buffets (Mildura 
line). 

= Manager, Bendigo RRR: Taggerty (Bendigo line). 

™ Manageress, Flinders Street Cafeteria: Moorabool (Bairns- 
dale line). 


SECTION 2: 
CATERING VEHICLE OPERATION ON 
SPECIAL TRAINS 


The subject of catering vehicle deployment on special trains 

would make a substantial research project in its own right, 

and will not be fully addressed in this article. The following 

comments only offer a brief overview of the subject: 

® Itis unclear when a catering vehicle was first included in the 
consist of a special train, although a dining car was included 
in the special run to and from Albury for the British Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science on 19 August 1914. 


The first Victorian National Resources Development Train 
(The Reso) run in September 1922 included a dining car 
in its consist. Apparently dining cars continued to be in- 
cluded in subsequent Reso trains. 


During the 1928/29 financial year, dining cars were 
included in special trains run as a part of tours to Yallourn, 
Eildon Weir and Ballarat. 


The increasing use of dining cars on special trains in 

the late 1920s appears to have been made possible by 
the release of wooden bodied dining cars from regular 
service after the arrival of steel dining cars Avoca and 
Hopkins. 
The use of dining cars on special trains appears to have 
been curtailed during the Great Depression, and few (if 
any) special trains included a dining car during the 1930s. 
Most special trains operating over this period appear 
to have either relied on the RRR network, or did not run 
over distances or times that made on-train refreshments 
necessary. 


No dining or buffet cars appear to have been used on 
special trains available to the general public during the 
Second World War on account of war restrictions, or in 
the post war period extending into the early 1950s (The 
last post war restrictions on train operations were lifted 
when Sunday country trains were restored on 26 April 
1953). 

The first Reso train after the Second World War was run in 
June 1954 and visited Mildura, Echuca, Tongala, Tatura, 
Wangaratta, Rutherglen and Alexandra. Dining car Avoca 
was included in the consist. 


The operation of special trains with on-board refresh- 
ments became a common occurrence from the mid-1950s. 
Dining and buffet cars were included on some race trains, 
and the daylight service run to and from Adelaide during 
Easter. Examples of special trains using catering vehicles 
at this time are: 


RACE TRAINS 
Date Run Racecourse 


1 May 1958 
26 Nov. 1958 


Catering Vehicle 


Warrnambool Avoca 
Dowling Forest 
(Pisgah) 
Warrnambool 
Warrnambool 


(2 trains run) 


Avoca 

Moorabool 

Wimmera (first train) 
Avoca (second train) 


5 May 1959 
7 May 1959 
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ADELAIDE DAYLIGHT 
Date Run Direction Catering Vehicle 


27 Mar. 1959 down 
31 Mar. 1959 up 


Dining Car (presumably Avoca) 
Dining Car (presumably Avoca) 


= The use of catering vehicles on special trains increased 
throughout the 1960s, and by the 1970s at least 100 special 
trains per annum included a catering vehicle; a trend that 
continued into the early 1980s. 
The accompanying table illustrates the mix of special trains 
and catering vehicles run for a 12 month period in the 
mid-1970s. 


SECTION 3: 
DINING CAR DEPOT, DUDLEY STREET 
— A BRIEF HISTORY 


The Dining Car Depot (DCD) was established in 1908 on a 
strip of land running between the back of the Spencer Street 
Carriage Sheds and Dudley Street. Three separate buildings 
were erected on the site housing the following: 


Laundry: This was a new function for the VR and all sheets, 
pillow slips, towels, serviettes, table clothes and other items 
used on the Adelaide corridor sleeping cars, and the dining 
cars attached to the Adelaide, Mildura and Sydney trains 
passed through the laundry. 


This building was divided into five rooms, namely the 
wash house, ironing and folding room, receiving and dis- 
patch room, linen room, and a room for a seamstress. 


Kitchen: Most of the meals served on dining cars required a 
lengthy cooking time, such as roasts (beef, lamb, etc.), soups, 
and steak and kidney pie. In order to save time, meals of 
this nature were prepared in the kitchen to be reheated by 
the chef on the train. Meals consequently would be available 
to passengers as soon as the train departed. Food that could 
not be prepared before the departure of the train was 
cooked on-board, such as vegetables, fish dishes, and other 
specialities like custards and omelettes. 


The kitchen building also incorporated the office for 
the DCD, as well as a cool store. 


Equipment Store: Housed supplies for the dining and sleep- 
ing cars, such as glassware, plates, linen, etc. 


All three buildings were of fibro cement sheet construction 
with a roof of 3 ply malthoid supported on % inch tongue 
and groove board. 


CATERING VEHICLE ALLOCATION FOR SPECIAL TRAINS RUN 
BETWEEN 1 MAY 1974 AND 30 APRIL 1975 


Train of Knowledge 
Race Trains 
Private Charters 
Board, Chairman 
and General 
Manager Tours 
Tours by the 
Governor 

One Day 
Package Tours 
Enthusiast and 
other specials 


ag 
35 
1 28 
27 
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The exterior of the dining car depot some time between 1908 and 1912. The building closest to the camera 
housed the kitchen, cool store and office. The next building was the laundry whilst the rear building 
was the equipment store Photo courtesy of the PIC 


DINING CAR DEPOT - DUDLEY STREET 
FLOOR PLAN 
as at 1962 


RECEIVING LAUNDRY STOCK POT 
AND BOILER PREPARATION 
DESPATCH SHED SCULLERY 


CAR SHEDS ——> 


KITCHEN 

LINEN AND 

EQUIPMENT 
STORE 


COOL ROOM 


SaSSaYLSWYWAS 


w 
IRONING i DRYING ANTE & 
ROOM ] 1 ROOM | ROOM 


HOT. 
CHAMBER 
BUTCHERY 


(DeTans 
UNKnown) 


— DUDLEY STREET 
GARAGE 


No single drawing exists of the Dining Car Depot, and so this drawing 


: : : TRI 
is based on the following PTC plans, as well as advice from Ken McGarry: AAR SOLID Erecrnic 


FUEL OVEN OVEN 


Drawing Number Drawing Title 

YB-69 A-41 Additions to Laundry (dated 20 March 1922) 

YB-71 A-41 Departmental Laundry (dated 17 August 1908) 

YB-93 A-41 Dining Car Depot [Kitchen] (dated 21 July 1908) 

YB-I11  A-41 New Bakery (dated 14 December 1922) 

YB-183  A-41 Additions to Departmental Laundry (dated 5 January 1912) 


NOTE: No drawing has been found of the Butchery. The exact dimensions of 
this section of the DCD are unknown. 


107 


In 1912 the laundry building was extended towards the 
Equipment Store and internally re-arranged. As a part of 
this work a towel and rug drying room was provided, as well 
as a separate hot chamber. The equipment store was also 
extended at the same time to twice its size. 

In March 1920 the Refreshment Services Branch was 
established and progressively assumed control of the state- 
wide network of RRR from lessees, as well as the Dining Car 
Service (including the DCD) from the Transportation 
Branch. All table clothes, serviettes, uniforms and other items 
used at the refreshment rooms were now sent to the laundry 
for cleaning with this change (previously the refreshment 
room lessee would have been responsible for this task). To 
cope with this increase in activity, the laundry was extended 
again in 1922 and fitted out with new machinery, including an 
up-to-date sterilising plant. 

A butchery was also established at the DCD in 1922 to 
provide prime quality meat for the dining cars and refresh- 
ment rooms at a lower cost than was being charged by outside 
butchers. The availability of meat at a lower cost contributed 
substantially to the reduction in the dinner tariff on the inter- 
state dining cars from 5s to 4s in the First class saloon, and 
from 4s to 3s in the Second class saloon from 1 June 1922. 

Other tasks performed by the butchery were: 
™ sausage manufacture 
™ preparation of corned beef 
= purchasing, storage and distribution of fish, butter, poultry 

and other frozen goods. 

The final major addition to the DCD was the bakery that 
opened in October 1923. This facility was established for 
two reasons: 
= to support the bakery requirements of the dining cars and 

RRR at a lower cost than was being achieved. 
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= to promote and support the local dried fruit industry by 
making raisin bread, fruit pies, and other items containing 
dried fruit available to the general public. 


Only three other bakeries were producing raisin bread at 
the time the railway bakery was established. By 1925/26 there 
were 100 bakeries producing raisin bread after the VR had 
stimulated demand through a combination of advertising 
and making raisin bread widely available through RRR and 
other VR outlets. 

The bakery was very progressive, and in 1925 produced the 
first wrapped raisin bread in Victoria. In 1929/30, the bakery 
expanded its range of products by producing its first loaf 
of wholemeal raisin bread. 

By the later half of the 1920s the DCD was a very busy facil- 
ity as the following production data illustrates: 


1926/27 1927/28 1928/29 


193,000 loaves 178,155 loaves 173,906 loaves 


Bakery 
of raisin bread of raisin bread of raisin bread 


Butchery 


45,000 dozen 
pies and other 
small goods 


400 tons of 


60,243 dozen pies, 
scones and other 
small goods 
25,322 lb. of cake 


356 tons of meat 


43,495 dozen pies 
and 24,769 dozen 
other small goods 
25,018 lb. of cake 


360 tons of meat 


meat handled handled, plus 76 _ handled 

tons of poultry, 53 tons of 
fish and butter sausages 

63 tons of sausages manufactured 


manufactured 


13,000 dozen 13,500 dozen 
items handled items handled 
on average on average 
per month per month 


13,600 dozen 
items handled 
on average 
per month 


An early photo of the dining car depot kitchen Photo courtesy of the PTC 


ee hal 
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The dining car depot bakery in the mid 1920s. Note the pie cases ready to be filled in the foreground and 


the ‘Ajax’ solid fuel oven in the background Photo courtesy of the PTC 


The Great Depression impacted severely upon the DCD, 
and even by the late-1930s activity at the DCD was still be- 
low what was being achieved in the late 1920s. 

In 1938/39 a new amenities annex was erected immediately 
behind the car sheds for crews working the recently intro- 
duced buffet car services to Horsham and Warrnambool, as 
well as the Spirit of Progress dining car. 

Demand on DCD resources stepped up dramatically with 
the outbreak of the Second World War. Production from the 
bakery of pies and other goods to meet the needs of troop 
train and other passenger movements reached levels never 
before achieved. For example, the bakery produced 4,000 
dozen pies over a few days for passengers travelling over the 
1940 Christmas period. This was the equivalent of over 10% 
of the total output from the bakery in 1937/38 when 37,375 
dozen pies and other small goods were produced. The butch- 
ery and laundry achieved similar throughput records in the 
war years. 

Activity at the DCD declined with the end of the war, 
although it was still a very busy place. Little changed until the 
introduction of through standard gauge passenger services 
to Sydney on 16 April 1962. This affected the DCD in two 
ways: 
= The dining cars used on the Southern Aurora were stabled at 

new car sheds built at South Dynon (these sheds were 

officially opened on 7 May 1962) rather than Dudley Street. 

Meals with a lengthy cooking time were prepared on the 

dining car before the train was pulled back into Spencer 

Street station, thereby removing the need to prepare meals 

in the DCD kitchen. As a result, the kitchen appears to 

have fallen into dis-use shortly after standard gauge oper- 
ations commenced. Other catering vehicles requiring 
meals to be prepared before departure were supported by 


eo eee ececceoee 


the Spencer Street catering outlets (the Cafeteria after it 
was fully commissioned). 

= The management of the new standard gauge catering 
depot established at the South Dynon Car Sheds to store 
and load provisions became the responsibility of the 
DCD. 


Production of the railway pie ceased in the middle of 1968 
with the acceptance of the Billy Bunter Pies bid for supplying 
pies. A tender was subsequently called for the purchase of 
the railway ‘Peerless O’Matic’ pie and pastry moulder that had 
been installed in 1956 in the bakery (prior to the installation 
of the ‘Peerless O’Matic’, the railway pie had been totally 
hand made and was oval in shape, compared with the round 
pies produced by machine between 1956 and 1968). 

The bakery was closed in September 1974 after having only 
produced fruit cake since May 1968. It was used at least once 
after this date to bake a special cake served on the Gippslander 
to mark its twenty-first birthday run in July 1975. 

In contrast to its last 6 years of operation, the bakery was 
producing the following range of products in 1957/58: 


Apple Pies 4,005 dozen 
Block Cakes 12,480 pounds 
Pasties 12,725 dozen 


Pies 64,232 dozen 
Queen Cakes 16,258 dozen 
Raisin Bread 38,663 loaves 


Scones (Large and Small) 9,465 dozen 
Sultana Luncheon 6,727 dozen 
Wholemeal Cakes 8,311 dozen 


Yeast Buns 13,212 dozen 


In spite of this reduction in activity, the DCD still had a 
large number of staff, as illustrated by the following list of 
staff as at March 1975: 


Cee ener c ene ccc cece aca 
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Location Number _ Job Title 


DCD Office Clerks 

Junior Clerks 
Skilled Labourers 
Casual 

Motor Lorry Driver 
Stall Attendant 
General 

Foreman 

Butcher Items marked * include Tea, Coffee or Milk 
Skilled Labourers : Bread and Butter. 


nN 


DCD Overhead Staff 


Butchery 


Nr PrP RFP RP PNW YN 


DCD — 


: HOT DISHES * 
Southern Aurora Staff Waiters 


: Sausages and Mashed Potatoes 
Cooks Steak and Kidney Pie 


Stewards Tomatoes on Toast 


Bar Attendants 


NN Or 


Standard Gauge Depot : 
South Dynon Car Sheds Supervisor : FISH * 
Storeman : 


Skilled Labourer : COLD pIsHes « 
Haein LD DISHES 


L : SALADS—Egg, Cheese or Fish ... 
oo Cold Collation with Salad 
Useful 


Skilled Labourers : Ham with Salad = 
SWEETS 


In 1976 the butchery ceased to purchase, prepare and pack Saceliaamniaaramaatarameat 
meat. Meat was now brought in pre-cut and pre-packed with Apricots, Peaches, Pears, Y wee 
. pak aoe . Pineapple or Bananas ; With Cream 
the butchery only acting as a store and distribution point. a or 
P Apple Pie oo } Ice Cream 
Operations at the DCD, apart from the laundry, were : Fruit Salad bes J oe 
transferred across to the new Centralised Catering Complex : Plate of Fresh Fruit 
at Spencer Street when it opened in December 1982. The : Ice Cream wee M 
Laundry was closed at the beginning of 1985 when the clean- : Ice Cream, with Syrup flavour 
ing of uniforms, as well as all the linen used on trains, passed - ice Cream Dixies 
to private contractors. 
The final chapter for the DCD came to an end in mid-1985 : Customers are requested to see that 2 receipt is issued 
when the car sheds and the buildings that formerly housed - foc alh Sernees 
the DCD were demolished to make way for the new Carriage: O-PS te Pease (D.A.) 
Maintenance Depot. 


Laundry 


ANPP RPP Pp 


Total 


wa 


LINES ON WHICH ON-TRAIN CATERING 
WAS PROVIDED 
1939 compared with 1979 


Lines in 1939 


Lines in 1979 


HORSHAM 


Sg a On OD OO le ln 


ay 


“_— - 
WARRNAMBOOL @. 
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SECTION 4: > 1965/66 $242,618 $345,815 70.2% (15) 
DINING CAR SERVICE COST RECOVERY > 1966/67 $254,789 $378,319 67.3% (16) 
Data includes buffet and interstate services, and was extracted sshd $268 625 $419,191 pees (17) 


1968/69 $277,576 $445,486 62.3% 


fi VRA IR t A | ices. 
rom nnual Reports and Annual Appendices 1969/70 $291,418 $463,832 pee 


Financial Working Cost 
YX 1970/71 $340,856 $437,243 78.0% 18 
ear Revenue = Expenses _— Recovery > 1971/72 $379,834 $488,658 77.7% (18) 
1908/09 £5,852 £6,611 88.5% (1): 1972/73 $467,273 $581,711 80.3% 
1909/10 £11,603 £10,734 108.1% : 1973/74 $595,950 $1,029,204 57.9% 
> 1974/75 $736,592 $1,288,174 57.2% 
1910/11 £12,624 = £11,292 111.8% 1975/76 $804,639 «$1,417,146 56.8% 
1911/12 £14,221 £13,099 108.6% : On 


> 1976/77 $891,936 $1,432,783 62.3% 
(2) > 1977/78 $1,037,701 $1,855,915 55.9% (19) 
> 1978/79 $1,172,959 $1,930,011 60.8% 


1912/13 £15,575 £14,920 104.4% 
1913/14 £13,608 £14,772 92.1% 


1914/15 £13,064 £14,808 88.2% (3) 

1915/16 £15,848 €17.247 91.9% 1979/80 $1,197,710 $2,073,541 57.8% 

1916/17 £16,067 £17,084 94.0% (4) ~ 

1917/18 £18,953 £18,452 102.7% 1. This is the first year that dining cars operated in Victoria. 

1918/19 £15,730 £14,019 112.2% (5) S| 2: Revenue was down during the year on account of the small-pox 

1919/20 £25,471 £21,141 120.5% : epidemic in Sydney deterring travel on this route. The timetable 
: introduced in December 1913 also stopped passengers using the 

1920/21 £25,809 £24,948 103.5% : Adelaide express train in the down direction who wished to 

1921/22 £26,048 £22,645 115.0% : travel to stations between Ballarat and Horsham from Mel- 

1922/23 £24,915 £24,656 101.1% : bourne, and those passengers travelling in the up direction who 

1923/24 £24,492 £24,330 100.7% (6) : wished to travel from stations between Horsham and Ballarat 

1924/25 £24,008 £23,978 100.1% : to Melbourne. This reduced demand for the dining car service 

1925/26 £25,807 £26,582 97.1% ; Somer 

1926/27 £28,478 £27,630 103.1% (7): 3. Revenue was down on account of the drought and the war. 

1927/28 £31,542 £31,050 101.6% (8) : 4. Cost recovery was down on account of an increase in the price 

1928/29 £29,132 £28,060 103.8% . of materials and the higher wages paid during the war. 

1929/30 £26,775 £26,516 101.0% * 5. Revenue was down on account of the 3 month curtailment of 

1930/31 £12,627 £12,118 104.2% (9) express services to Sydney and Adelaide designed to combat 

1931/32 £10,757 £9,439 114.0% : tae euene peas . _ 

1932/33 £10,832 £9,269 116.9% 2 6. mang cars were withdrawn from the Mildura line in January 

1933/34 €11,013. £9,472 116.3% oe 

1934/35 £12,495 £11,292 110.7% : 7. Steel dining car Avoca entered service. 

1935/36 £20,655 £18,822 109.7% (10) : 8. Steel dining car Hopkins entered service. 

1936/37 £21,733 £20,815 104.4% : 9. The dining car was withdrawn from the Adelaide service. 

1937/38 £27,844 £28,291 98.4% : 10. The dining car was restored on the Adelaide service. 


1938/39 £32,574 £33,132 98.3% 


1939/40 £36,936 £37,208 99.3% 
" ‘ 12. The restaurant cars were withdrawn from the Horsham and 
1940/41 £56,027 £49,837 112.4% Warrnambool services. 


1941/42 £64,366 £54,835 117.4% 
1942/43 £47,099 £41,191 114.3% 


11. The 40 hour week came into force. 


13. The buffet car service on the A/bury Express was withdrawn. 


1943/44 £48,162 £41,873 115.0% : 14. Standard gauge services commenced. 

1944/45 £45,273 £40,633 111.4% : 15. MBS cars were introduced on the Mildura Sunlight. 

1945/46 £48,531 £43,324 112.0% > 16. The MBS car on the Mildura Sunlight was withdrawn in April 
1946/47 £42,661 £42,815 99.6% : 1967. 

1947/48 £45,955 £49,020 93.7% (11) ; 17. MBS cars were introduced on the Albury services in July 1967. 


1948/49 £46,895 £54,646 85.8% 
1949/50 £54,010 £59,559 90.7% 


1950/51 £52,786 £64,261 82.1% 
1951/52 £70,072 £89,906 77.9% 
1952/53 £87,032 £104,527 83.3% 
1953/54 £92,596 £110,047 84.1% 
1954/55 £94,073 £114,548 82.1% 
1955/56 £113,429 £140,440 80.8% 
1956/57 £131,965 £163,765 80.6% 
1957/58 £132,263 £157,307 84.1% 


18. RBJ cafeteria cars were added to the Overland. 
19. MRS cafeteria cars were added to the Vinelander. 


Your invitation fo .. . 
CLUB CAR SERVICE 


For your added pleasure and travelling convenience—modem 
Club Car facilities are available for your use. 


You are cordially welcomed to visit this car, where an 
extensive liquor and light refreshment service is available. 


1958/59 £133,420 £158,273 84.3% (12) For First Class sitting passengers, a Continental breakfast 
1959/60 £126,187 £149,508 84.4% ei will be available : the alle for 60 cen 

lassengers are requested to retain this invitation throughout 
1960/61 £108,884 £128,690 84.6% (13) the journey. : : ed 
1961/62 £102,721 £134,246 76.5% (14) With the compliments of 4 Aga | 


The Victorian and South Australien 
Raifwoys. Commissioners 


1962/63 £106,676 £154,699 69.0% 
1963/64 £112,280 £152,456 73.6% 
1964/65 £114,507 £174,469 65.6% 


(Date available) 


SOM—1,73 02483 


en 
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HE following instructions a 
Ararat and Wodonga Li 
complied with by every employ 


Gen 


(1) Every employee engage: 
obedience to all persons placed 
hours as may be required, and 
appointed hours of duty, or e3 
the special permission of his supe 
immediately comply with the 

(2) Every employee who is 
appear in it neat and clean. L 
by improper use, it must be mi 


(3) Every employee must k 
must give his name without h 
(4) No employee shall use i 
with the public or a fellow empl« 
(5) Every employee will be h 
of any article belonging to the C 

(6) No person shall be alloy 
with a proper ticket or free pass 
execution of his duty, to ride ina 
from a properly authorized offi 

(7) No person other than a 
authority. 

(S) Any article, money, or p 
be delivered to the Stationmast 
article, money, or other propert 
Property Book, and a record ma| 


(9) No employee shall smok( 
(10) Each Steward will be a: 
devolving upon the employees | 
be subject to his authority ant 
(11) In any case where an ¢ 


doubt as to his duty, he mus) 
instructions. 


(12) The partaking of intoxi| 


Instructions in } 
(13) In the following instruct 
“Steward.” 
(14) Priced tickets in boo) 
follows :— 
4/— Meal Tickets... 
3/ ‘3 >»  (Child)| 


3/- 99 ” oe 
2/- ” 29 (Child) 


1/6 4, 4, (Child)| 


—/6 Tobaccoes es 
—/6 Waters a 
—/6 Refreshments .. 
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C508-NR79-442s4 stand in the loop at Berrybank with 9702/BY4 as BL28-442s2-NR65 approach with 9823/AM5 
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Heidelbete: oo 2c ssw eciwas et deen 228 
Hillside (freight traffic) ........... 154 
Hinksons siding ................. 87 
Huon/Huon Lane ............. 21, 22 
Tnverleigh. 4..4..4054 V4 eaewteetenses 220 
[ryinple ain ¢ tous itis kasd Dae eles 23 
Ivanhoe ........ 00sec eee neces 228 
JOWell i iictiaaints ative Maes 239, 241 
Kilmore East ................ 199, 221 
Korong: Vale: via eiiaed seaseeses 251 
Korumburra ................ 252, 261 
Kyneton osg52-e ei siete as 74, 93, 221 
Weal all eo 8 ttre chia itive dee ae 194 
Tang Lang scscc.eeiaes neers 187 
Ledward ..cicsieaceevecte dates ds 221, 223 
Leongatha ..................0. 257 
Long Island Junction ............. 187 
Maffra - Stratford Junction 

(rail recovery) ............. 153-154 
Mangalore ....:............, 186, 318 
Maryvale ................ 137, 156, 187 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 

(proposed station) ............. 37 
Mitcham ................00. 133, 220 
Mooradoo (formerly Stopping 

PIGCEN5 )i ina Wome ynads es teatan ade 5 
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Mooroolbark .............000065 321 
Mordialloe 02 c.sc ce ae cee see eke 18 
MY Sidi iis ieee a wee cine ae pea es 251 
Nigambie .....¢2:.2: eae este ees 156 
North Bendigo Junction ............ 9 
Nunawading .........-..--0005- 220 
Oakleigh) citsiswun iheiegaae aoe 133 
Pifnarod! 2c. ccaedaeanaeaees 321 
Patio: iaderees ncaa d pobre Ree 101 
Portland goods shed ............. 219 
REGAN a deies aaaaarants Mena’ | 321 
Red (CHS: 42s ..024 de ekeeweeia ses 23 
Res€ryOlt fice ycctvehey tases 221 
Riddells Creek ..............000. 220 
Riggs Creek Loop .............-- 387 
Salé. ee debnck sy ot edd aes dedes 220 
Shelley’ éianadenescetia tet te.08 25 
Shepparton ............0 eee eee 322 
SOMEFMOM: bie d eee eae eed 220 
Somerville .............. 187, 220, 221 
Spencer Street ..............000, 387 
Spencer Street (suburban 
platforms) ................04. 220 
Spotswood ..............00. 0 ues 291 
Springhurst . 2s .eceebseeei eee gan 156 
Sts Arnaud 6g cisinwnd wwiiane diene g bse 220 
Stony Point: naire sedaeeees ed 221 
Stopping Place 15 (Mooradoo) ...... 5 
SUNSHINE: us douadeey shies eee eon 220 
Swan All i sanieei ek erie dak ean 102 
Sydenham: «..c00004 cee tees 220 221 
Tallatigatta: 3 .cs.fssiac oem asian white 24 
TGPAG: piss ce dae oe Ea aeeS 140 
Thomson (narrow gauge) ........ 252 
Tottenham signal (standard 
PAUZE)” ks vacate wnidoee enh gaan 125 
WtaralPOn, cent ei ae ey Veeeana 4 22, 220 
Tyabb: i ccinoneinceies hana deds 19, 221 
Victoria’s highest railway station 75 
Walla 23.24 h408e05582000a8 220, 387 
Wandong iicscccauiecnenaesaden 221 
Wangaratta pa gisway ides ewan 199 
Warragul cis piciara ceded asdats 221 
Warrenheip .................... 322 
Warrnambool ................... 141 
Wingeel Loop .................. 213 
Wodonpa cy. .ccesieaeavu eocees 291 
Woodend suisse vs ssn ieee 76 
Yarraville: joecu dd cn ngagd ie caus. 220 
MEA: criis. sa cdatenene, a anehqess Raatdoel gosto x 370 
eltacn. 3b wieaticdee Gave de teresa nasas 289 
T 
There and back in a day 
(Kerang - Melbourne) ............ 77 
TNT service to commence 
(Melbourne - Perth) ...... 100, 165, 229 
Tottenham post 5G ............... 125 
Track shunting device ............. 187 
Trafalgar - New Crib crossing ....... 156 
Trailerail 
Derailment (Kiata) .............. 196 
Service Melbourne - Perth .... 213, 349 
Wagons ccesstactaedavrcea teas 59 
Tratn-a-Hoy isis said oonettaen as 105 
Train robberies ................... 364 
Tram 
POTD se dose sie ays 4.8 a: ah suns tamale Rie ences 15 
WT DS: 5 site inp hens cont Sark ag a 92 
Trans-Adelaide railcars 
3139 and 3140..............0005. 186 
3025 and 3026 ...............04. 246 
Transport buy back ................ 100 
Transport museum bid ............. 229 
Triumphs and trials of privatisation 
(West Coast Railway) ............ 136 
Twenty-four hours by the 
Geelong line ................00. 107 


SSS me 


U 
Uniform rail gauge call ..........-.-. 164 
Upfield 
Ballasttrait siscsencatewe tote ten eas 57 
MMe: cd Agree cians dee afeaaedbarats 225 239 
Upper Fern Tree Gully ............. 336 
V 
Vandalism .........-.00 eee eee 69, 333 
Veteran Train «6... ee eee eee eens 224 


Victorian locos on standard gauge .... 59 
VFT (very fast train) Melbourne - 


Sydney wi ccss esa epee ee eee 4 
V/Line 
Conversion of VOFX wagons to 
VQOX cies ce eaeannaiowrteats 58 
Interstate link services ............. 5 
Organisational change ............. 30 
Passenger 1994-95 Annual Report ... 36 
Punctuality «iis cciuaeeias eaten 183 
Freight: .,.a's.ccGosiaie lone’ aonacte adie 308 
Innovation ...... 0.0.2 c eee eee eee 4 
Loco Fleet ..........0 cece eeeee 248 
Locomotives on Standard Gauge .... 59 
Managing Director resigns ........ 260 
Most improved ..............0005 37 
New business ............0.0005 132 
1994-1995 PTC Annual Report ...... 36 
Grain transport ...............05- 68 
W 
Wagons 


Conversion of VOFX to VQOX .... 58 
NRC type authorised to operate in 
ViCtONa sig cs eb deda ise amore 58 
Dravleraih o2o ce Pesce whee oe heey, 3 59 
Walhalla Goldfields Railway .. 65, 92, 252 
Warburton - Lilydale, rails to trails ... 301 


Warragul sightings .......... 56, 154, 213 
Warrnambool line re-sleepering ...... 93 
Warrnambool pass. in VR days ...... 144 
Warrnambool race day ............. 142 
West Coast Railway 
Carriages: oot secede 28, 58, 91 
Fuel COStS! s.0ic4 isos, g.2/e ei oints apgadtesnione 37 
Geelong parcels office ........... 316 
General ....... 00... c eee ees 378 
Introduction to service loco, B61.... 54 
Leasing/delivery of loco R711...... 137 
WAV ERY 25st. od sdcavtos autdtatand Gated a ueitine aie 30 
Locomotives ..........0..0 eee 249 
Purchase of carriages .............. 28 
Purchase of Locomotive 
D363 Be cid dee. nessa ae Seen aes 59 138 
P64). sa saduiakadlee oad anes 135 
Triumphs and trials of 
Privatisation ..............000. 136 


Warrnambool maintenance building 316 


Werribee derailment (2.9.95) .. 5, 58, 69, 
91, 95, 142 213 


Werribee 
Bite e ccicn tetis Sahn ee bettas 361 
Vandalism ........ 0.0.0.0 eee eee 332 
Western 
Improved passenger service (WIPS) 134 
Standard gauge ...............0.. 211 
Steam supreme (Y112, J515, R707) .. 303 
Westmere — new grain storage ...... 332 
Wheat, bumper season tipped 
(season 1995-96) ..........e eee eee 94 
Willaura — new grain storage ....... 332 
Wimmera — Mallee Rail Service 
ASSOCIAHOD, 24.5. g8 ds bate Beaie ace 134 
Withdrawal dates, country passenger 
SOLVICES: 5c iccc cc aisle bee encte ain een 40 
Wolseley - Mount Gambier line (SA) . 333 
Y 
Yea Railway Inc. ...............0.. 370 
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EN. INSTRUCTIONS 


FOR THE 


Guidance of Employees in the Ararat and Wodonga Lines 
Dining Car Service. 


1 for the guidance of employees in the 
ing Car Service, and must be strictly 
om a copy has been supplied :— 


nstructions. 

‘Dining Car Service must pay prompt 
rity over him. He must attend at such 
t absent himself from duty, or alter his 
duty with any other employee, without 
ar. In casc of illness or accident, he must 
instructions in regard thereto. 

to wear a uniform must, when on duty, 
icle supplied to an employee be damaged 
by him. 

t, civil, and obliging, and, when asked, 


language, nor enter into an altercation 
tever provocation may be given. 

nsible for the careful use and preservation 
oners in his custody or care. 


ravel on the Railways unless provided 
employee shall be allowed, unless in the 
Jar, Without written or printed permission 


shall be allowed in a Dining Car without 


of any kind found in a Dining Car must 
Terminal Station. Particulars of the 

must be entered at once in the Car Lost 
ig how it was dealt with. 

ning Car. 

>for the cfficient discharge of the duties 
; supervision, and such employees shall 
on. 


/does not understand his duty, or is in 
at once to his immediate superior for 


Ist on duty is strictly prohibited. 


to Meal Tickets, &c. 


Taiter,” where necessary, shall mean also 
2cutively numbered, are provided as 


White, with scarlet corner. 

White, with blue bar and scarlet corner 

Salmon, with scarlet corner 

Salmon, with blue bar and scarlet corner 

Light green, with scarlet corner 

Light green, with blue bar and scarlet 
corner 

Salmon and scarlet 

Cerise and scarlet 

White and scarlet. 


({5) The Inspector of Refreshment Rooms or his agent shall provide the 
Steward with floating capital and tickets of each denomination sufficient for both 
forward and return journeys. 


(16) A running sheet (D.C. 9) shall be provided, and on this form shall be 
entered the amount of floating capital and the commencing and closing numbers 
of cach of the denominations of tickets supplied to the Steward, and the Steward 
shall sign thereon in acknowledgment of having received such floating capital 
and tickets. 


The running shects are in book form, with cach alternate leaf perforated, 
and the leaves numbered in duplicate. Carbon paper to be used. ‘The original, 
on which the Steward has acknowledged receipt of floating capital and tickets, 
shall remain in the book, and duplicate shall be handed to the Steward. 


(17) Each of the Waiting Staff shall be provided by the Steward with sutticient 
floating capital and tickets of each of the denominations as required, the 
particulars of which shall be entered by the Steward on a separate running sheet 
tor each Waiter, in the manner prescribed in Clause 16, and on the completion 
of the return journey cach Waiter shall complete his running sheet by filling in 
the spaces indicated by an asterisk, aud Land over all cash and unsold tickets 
to the Steward. 


(18) The Steward, on receipt of running sheet from each of the Waiters, shall 
check same, and then compicte the running sheet received by him from the 
Inspector of Refreshment Rooms. The totals of both cash and unsold tickets 
shall agree with the sheets received from the Waiter. A cash transmit in duplicate 
shall then be prepared by the Steward, and the cash shall be paid in by him to 
Cash Clerk at Spencer-strect. The receipted cash transmit with unsold tickets 
and running sheet shall then be handed over by the Steward to the Inspector 
of Refreshment Rooms or his agent, who shall sign the sheet in acknowledgment 
thereof. 


(19) The tickets shall be issucd to the customers by the Waiters in consecutive 
number order. 


(20) When a customer takes his or her seat in the Dining Car, a Meal Ticket 
with scarlet corner attached shall be promptly placed before the customer in the 
holder provided. The customer shall be requested to detach the scarlet corner of 
the Meal Ticket and hand it to the Waiter, who shall place it in the Box provided 
for the purpose. The Waiter shall not in any circumstances detach the scarlet 
corner of a Meal Ticket. The service of any portion of a Meal shall not be made 
until the customer has detached the scarlet corner of the Meal Ticket. The charge 
in accordance with the price of the ticket issued shall be collected from the 
customer towards the close of the Meal. (No customer shall be served free or 
at a reduced rate.) 


(21) In the service of Refreshments, Cigars, &c., or Waters, the Waiter shall 
issue a priced ticket to the customer when the refreshments, &c., are served, 
and shall request the customer to detach and return to him the scarlet-coloured 
half of the ticket when payment is made. The Waiter shall then place it in the 
Box provided for the purpose. The Waiter shall not, in any circumstances, 
detach the scarlet portion of the ticket. 


(22) The key of the Box containing the scarlet portions of tickets shall be kept 
by the Inspector of Refreshment Rooms, and at the conclusion of each trip the 
contents of the Box shall be removed, sorted, and the numbers checked against 
the issues as shown on running sheet (D.C. 9). 


(23) The Waiter shall carry only sufficient tickets necessary for the meal 
which he is serving; the balance of the tickets supplied to him shall be locked 
up by him in the Cash Box provided for his use, which shall be kept under lock 
and key when not in use. On arrival at Ararat or Wodonga, and before going 
off duty, the Waiter shall lock up the cash and all unsold tickets in the Cash Box, 
and hand the Box to the Stationmaster to be locked up in the station safe for 
security. The Waiter shall receive a receipt from the Stationmaster for the 
Cash Box so deposited. 


a 
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SECTION 5: 


MENUS IN USE IN MARCH 1975 ON BENDIGO CORRIDOR — TAGGERTY 
INTRASTATE SERVICES : Light Refreshments 
. Pot of Tea or Coffee with: 


Assorted Sandwiches $0.75 
Buttered Toast $0.60 
Toasted Raisin Bread $0.60 
Assorted Biscuits $0.60 
Biscuits and Cheese $0.60 
Fruit Cake $0.65 
Meat Pie $0.65 
Honey or Jam $0.04 
Drinks and Ice Cream 
Glass of Milk $0.15 
Milk Shake $0.30 
Soft Drinks (13 oz. Cans) $0.24 
Ice Cream Buckets $0.24 


Liquor Service 
Scotch Whisky, Miniatures $0.75 
Australian Whisky, Miniatures $0.60 
Brandy, Miniatures $0.55 
Gin, Miniatures $0.55 
Dry or Sweet Sherry, Miniatures $0.30 
Sauterne, 67, oz. $0.50 
Claret, 6%, oz. $0.50 
Lager — Half Bottles $0.44 
Aerated Waters — Splits $0.13 
No person under the age of 18 years is entitled to 
service of liquor. 
Customers are requested to see that a receipt is issued 
for all services. 


NO SMOKING PLEASE 


BAIRNSDALE CORRIDOR — MOORABOOL 


Fruit Juice $0.30 
Soup $0.30 
Egg Dishes* 

Bacon and Eggs $1.80 
Eggs — Boiled, Poached or Scrambled = $1.50 
Entrees* 

Sausages and Mashed Potatoes $1.70 
Steak and Kidney Pie $1.70 
Tomatoes on Toast $1.70 
Braised Steak $1.70 
Grills* 

Steak, Chops or Mixed Grill $2.15 
Salads* 

Salads — Egg or Cheese $1.60 
Cold Collation with Salad $1.80 
Salmon Salad $1.90 
Ham with Salad $2.00 


Sweets 
Apricots, Peaches, Pears, Pineapple $0.45 
Apple Pie $0.45 
Fruit Salad $0.45 
(with cream or icecream) 


Ice Cream with Topping $0.30 


*ltems marked such include a Pot of Tea or Coffee or 
Glass of Milk, and Bread and Butter. 

In addition Sandwiches, Cakes, Pies, Tea, Coffee, 
Chocolates, etc, are available. 


Liquor is available with no restrictions, but it is 


mandatory to purchase food before Ale is served. BENDIGO CORRIDOR — TAGGERTY 


A carriage tray service operates through the train at (Continued) 
least once in the course of a journey. Menu 
Fruit Juice $0.30 
Soup $0.30 
Egg Dishes* 
ALBURY CORRIDOR — MBS Bacon and Eggs $1.80 
Menu Eggs — Boiled, Poached or Scrambled $1.50 
Salads with Bread Roll and Butter and Pot of Entrees* 
Tea or Coffee Sausages and Mashed Potatoes $1.70 
Ham $2.00 Steak and Kidney Pie $1.70 
Corned Beef $1.90 Tomatoes on Toast $1.70 
Salmon $1.90 Braised Steak $1.70 
Cheese $1.70 Grills* 
Light Refreshments Steak, Chops or Mixed Grill $2.15 
Pot of Tea or Coffee with Choice of: Cold Dishes* 
Assorted Sandwiches $0.75 Salads — Egg or Cheese $1.60 
Buttered Toast $0.60 Cold Collation with Salad $1.80 
Toasted Raisin Bread $0.60 Salmon Salad $1.90 
Scones and Butter $0.60 Ham with Salad $2.00 
Biscuits and Cheese $0.60 
Fruit Cake $0.60 Sweets 
Meat Pie $0.65 Apricots, Peaches, Pears, Pineapple $0.45 
Apple Pie $0.45 
Honey sor Jam oo Fruit Salad $0.45 
Cold Sweet with Cream $0.45 : : ; 
Glass of Milk $0.15 (with cream or icecream) 
Soft Drinks (13 oz. can) $0.23 Ice Cream with Topping $0.30 


*Items marked such include a Pot of Tea or Coffee or 
Glass of Milk, and Bread and Butter. 

Liquor is available without it being mandatory to 
purchase items of food. 

A carriage tray service operates through the train at least 
once in the course of a journey. 


Confectionery and Cigarettes on sale. 


Customers are requested to see that a receipt is issued 
for all services. 


A tray service to each carriage operates as required. 
(No liquor service was available) 
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EXPRESS, Ist and 2nd CLASS. 


{ro oon hoo — FI 


BR 


Victorian and South Australian Railways. 


J 


MELBOURNE TO ADELAIDE. 


Leaves Monday, Tuesday, Wednesda 


Thursday, Friday and Saturday for Adelaide. 


7 


cD) 2 
22/28 Stations. Ti R 
22)/§= F ‘ime. 
: 3/25 emarks 
aA 
F i 
OVERLAND JOURNEY. —_ | 
Daily 
Sund'ys! Dining Car on train. Afternoon tea served 
GTO) a SPENCER-STREET ae SI He ote 
-/| N . E MM. leeping Car attached here. Slee! ing berths 
: STATION (Mel.) :» Dep.) 4 30 can be secured at Spencer-: seen and all 
393) 234) Melton i oF w | 513 stations on Victorian side at which the Ex- 
343) 313] Bacchus Marsh +. Arr} § 31 Press stops at 10s. each, in addition to lat 
Fe -. Dep.} 5 40 class fare, 
i 16861 494 Balian sow | 633 
1416) 733] Ballarat. +. Arr] 720 | Refreshment rooms. Tickets examined. 
ae be -» Dep.| 7 40 | Dinner served in Dining Car between Bacchus 
1271/1024! Beaufort .. .» Arr} 8 30 | Marsh and Ararat. 
| { a . - Dep. 8 35 
10281131 | Ararat =. -. Art| 925 | Refreshment rooms, Dining Car detached 
i Ae -. Dep.| 937 | here, 
759/150 | Stawell - -. Arr! 1013. | Refreshment rooms. 
<< .. Dep.| 10 23 
1853| Murtoa 
2033} Horsham “Arr Refreshment rooms. 


Dinboola 


s64hz24a! 


1 ws ‘ 2) Dep!} 12 49 | 
431/2484| Nhill Pn ate sa 138 

47012724! Kaniva “e 

390/287 | Serviceton .. 3 Ot | Refreshment rooms. 


2 | Alter watches, 
251 | Change for South-East, Refreshments and beds. 


| ” 
36312913) Wolseley 


g 
S 


26813004| Bordertown 3 
eer 19 
101/3284] Keith 58 
.« TIME TABLE ... 62/3514) Tintinara 30 
72\369 | Coonalpyn .. 4 
19!3973| Cooke's Plains 45 

88/408 | Tailem Bend 7 | 

: Murray Bridge %3 | Breakfast here. 


372.432) Monarto South 
33114384) Callington 
12474484; Nairne . : 
1320, Mount Barker Junct. .. 
1111/4544! Balhannah i 
1393461! Aldgate. : 
1613 463], Mount Lofty “y 
1466465 | Upper Sturt 
1009 469 Belair 

g Blackwood .. 
ADELAIDE 


Tickets collected en route after leaving Murray 
Bridge. 


FAST EXPRESS. 


Se 


Ar. 


Melbourne, June 24, 1915. 
§ Stops when required :o set down througn passengers from Victoria or other States. Notice 

to be given to Train Conductor oefore leaving Murray Bridge. 
t Adviaide time. Alter watches. Melbourne time is half-an-hour ahead of Adelaide time. 


+ Meloourne time. 


A handsomely equipped Dining Car is attached to the Express trains running between 
Melbourne and aratduiiy, Tarif! Charges:—No. 1 Saioon—Dinner, 4.-; Breakfast, 3/-; 
Lunch, 3 children under 14 years of age 1s. less than these charges. No. 2 Saloon—ali 
Meals 2. hildren under 14 years of age 1/6, Lignt Refreshments obtainable in Dining Car 
atany time. See Steward. 


4646.6.15 


| 
) 
| 
| 
| 
| 


on 102 C—O 0 non onor——0 —— 1 no me FIO 


Se a eee) ee eee Enr ee 


The through fares between Melbourne and Adelaide are 
as follows, viz. :— 


1st Class Single 

1st Class Return 
2nd Class Single 
2nd Class Return 


Holders of Single Tickets can break their journey at any 
roadside -station; but the through journey must be com- 
pleted within one month, day of issue and Sunday included. 


The Return Tickets are available for Six (6) Months 
from date to date, and the journey may be broken on them, 
but the forward portion of the journey must be completed 
within one month. They are available via Geelong or 
Bacchus Marsh route. 


The charge for Sleeping Berths on the Melbourne and 
Adelaide Line is 10s. for each berth, in addition to 1st class 
fare. Two (2) children under 14 years of age will be 
allowed to occupy one (1) Berth. Sleeping Berth Tickets 
can be obtained at Government Tourist Bureau, and Spencer- 
street Melbourne, and at Adelaide, and all stations at which 
the Express stops. 


First and second class passengers are carried by Express 
to and from Melbourne and Adelaide. First class and long 
journey passengers have. preference over second class and 
short journey passengers respectively. Roadside passengers 
can only be taken provided there be room. 


Passengers for stations Melbourne to Ballarat inclusive 
are not permitted to travel by the 4.30 p.m. Adelaide 
Express, they must go by 5.6 p.m. division. 

Passengers by Adelaide Express for stations beyond 
Ballarat will not be allowed to break their journey at 
Ballarat. 


Passengers are requested to see that: their luggage is 
properly labelled before leaving Melbourne or Adelaide, and 
that a numbered check is received by them for each article 
of luggage which they purpose taking with them. 


EXPRESS, ist and 2nd CLASS. 


ADELAIDE TO MELBOURNE. 


Leaves Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday tor Melbourne. 


Stations. 


Height 


| 


Sleeping car attached here. Sleeping berths 
can be secured at Adelaide or any station at 
which the Express calls, provided there be 
Hae at lls. each, in addition to lst class 
are. 


— | ADELAIDE 
3.194) Mount Lofty 
H all Aldgate 


ji 2831 Balhannah 
314] Mount Barker Junct.. 
343. Nairne 
45 + Callington 
513} Monarto South 
1 Murray Bridge 


68; 254 Tailem Bend 
19: 854! Cooke's Plains 
72)1143| Coonalpyn 
62|1312| Tintinara 
20111543 Keith 

268/183 | Bordertown 
363/1913) Wol: 8 is . Change here for Suuth-East. Refreshments 
and beds 


39011963! Serviceton .. - Ht ! Refreshment rooms. 
i i 


aaa 
Be ue awh 
Shots SSH 


£ 


nner here. 
ickets collected en route. 


reer 


WORMBINAAA MU 
SaoRnts 


A.M. 
12 "3t | Alter watches. 


i Daily 
\Sundays 
included 


Kaniva 
Nhill i 
Dimboola .. 
Horsham |. ee 294 | Refreshment rooms, 
298 | Murtoa | ms | 
3333] Stawell | ar. Refreshment rooms. 
3524) Ararat... 
38031 Beaufort 

14094} Ballarat 

[eogltces cane, aeota 
4514 Bacchus Mareh 
4824 North Melbourne 
4833] MELBOURNE On Week Days tickets are examined and collected 


| : in train after leaving Bacchus Marsh. On 
i Sundays this is done at North Melbourne. 


First class passengers from Melbourne and other 
Victorian stations booking to Adelaide and other South 
Australian stations, and vice versa, are allowed to carry 
112 lbs. of bona fide luggage free of charge; second clsss 
passengers 84 lbs. 


The scheduie of rates to be charged for Refreshments 
at Refreshment Room Stations will be found in the 
Victorian Railways Book Time Tables, and in the South 
Australian Time Table and Fare Book (to be had at 
Melbourne and Ballarat) These schedules are also posted 
at Refreshment Room Stations. 


| Refreshment rooms. Dining Car attached 
here. Breakfast served in Dining Car be- 
tween Ararat and Melbourne. 


Refreshment rooms. 
Change here for Maryborough, Daylesford. 
Waubra, Cressy, Linton, and Geelong Lines. 


© CMOrIIAOMED 
PR VEworor 
ahSSSeers 


an 
oS 


————— Fee 


* Adelaide time. t Melbourne time. Alter watches. : Stops when required to pick up 
passengers for Victorian Stations. S Stops at North Melbourne on Sundays only. 


Corer eee eee rere rere eres e ere seer seseresre reser eeeeseeseseese reser ses esses esesses essere sere reese reser eres eseseereeesssressesesesessescescsecses 


@ To be concluded next issue. 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


Overland) at 21 48. 
BL32-DL40-C508-47 wagons 
(9824) at 16 43. 


SOUTH WEST — 
Geelong - Warrnambool - Cressy - Portland - Ararat 


GHERINGHAP: X50-X48-X32-X33-47 wagons 
Train frequency: (9141) at 23 05. 

Week Ending: Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun _ Total Sat.18.1: C507-C508-DL40-50 wagons 
swan °))!*€U aR «ORC, CSC“ SCSC*«C‘ 821) at 12 00. 

22 December 220 24 21 24 29 200 1 DD Cree ae wagons 

29 December 20 25 9 6 15 12 10 97 (9824) at 17 47 

5 January 17-23 8 16-23 13 8 108 : eee 

12 January 210««210=isi2—is—Ci aT iD a IDEAS AS wagons 701) a 
Le nue A Sun.19.1: BL34-BL29-NR7-48 wagons 
Totals: 98 116 88 116 80 56 633 (9824) at 18 40. 


Most interstate goods trains that 
pass through this important junction 
are hauled by BL, C or G class 
locomotives. 

NR class locomotives are 
appearing more frequently as trailing 
units. Some interesting multi-units 
are listed as follows. 


Trains of interest: 


Wed.1.1: BL34-BL30-NR1-34 wagons 
(9822) at 09 56. 

Thurs.2.1: BL34-NR1-42 wagons 
(9711) at 22 44. 

Sat.4.1: BL33-C504-442s2-NR1-NR65- 
59 wagons (9822) at 13 29. 

Mon.6.1: X43-B61 (WCR)-6 wagons 
(9151) at 21 05. 

Tues.7.1: BL30-DL45-41 wagons 
(9711) at 22 27. 
C507-442s2-C505-40 wagons (9824) 
at 16 35. 

BL30-BL34-X40-DL45-57 wagons 
(9822) at 11 15. 

Wed.8.1: C505-442s2-C507-41 wagons 
(9821) at 13 25. 
BL31-BL29-NR5-55 wagons (9822) 
at 13 15. 

BL29-NR5-39 wagons (9711) at 
23 12. 

G521-X43-T396-H4-6 wagons 
(9152) at 00 55. 

Thurs.9.1: C504-NR2-46 wagons 
(9701) at 19 58. 

BL35-DL45-NR-43 wagons (9711) 
at 22 41. 

CLF1-CLP14-10 vehicles (up 
Overland) at 06 23. 
BL30-BL27-DL45-43 wagons 
(9822) at 11 46. 

Fri.10.1: X47-X45-X34-26 wagons 
(9141) at 22 22. 
C507-DL50-NR5-36 wagons (9822) 
at 12 37. 

Sat.11.1: C504-NR2-56 wagons (9822) 
at 10 26. 


Sun.12.1: BL33-DL50-23 wagons 
(9824) at 18 39. 

Mon.13.1: BL33-DL50-50 wagons 
(9821) at 12 33. 

Tues.14.1: BL26-DL48-C506- 

49 wagons (9822) at 15 51. 
G524-X39-T388-36 wagons (up 
grain) at 06 59. 

BL35-DL39-55 wagons (9702) at 
08 40. 

BL35-DL39-37 wagons (9711) at 
23 07. 

Wed.15.1: C506-DL48-35 wagons 
(9821) at 12 44. 
BL27-C510-BL33-BL32-43 wagons 
(9824) at 16 23. 

Thurs.16.1: G514-X39-H5-Y118 (up 
grain) at 06 49. 

Fri.17.1: G512-G513-S300 (WCR)- 
17 wagons (9152) at 00 42. 
G529-CLP13-9 vehicles (down 


X42-G512-X41-A77 (up grain) at 
06 16. 
A77-G512-X41-X42 (down light 
engine) at 16 18. 
Mon.20.1: BL28-DL40 (9824) at 
16 08. 
G530-GM43 (9792) at 23 27. 
Tues.21.1: BL32-NR64 (9702) at 
09 21. 
C502-DL43 (9822) at 12 59. 
C509-C508-442s1 (9824) at 17 00. 
Sun.26.1: C510-442s1-442s3 (9824) 
at 16 27. 
Fri.31.1: BL31-DL50 (9714) at 11 21. 
Mon.3.2: C504-442s3-C506 (9821) 
at 12 36. 
Thurs.6.2: C504-442s2-442s3 (9821) 
at 12 43. 
Sat.8.2: BL29-NR9-NR8 (9824) at 
17 46. 
BL27-BL33-NR8-G522 (9711) at 
22 27; 


C504-442s2-442s3 pass the site of Murgheboluc with 9821/NP2 steel train 


on Thurs.6.2.97 Gavin McLaughlan 
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OPERATIONS 


Crew training led to the rare appearance of a National Rail NR class loco leading a south line train in SA on Sun.2.3.97. 
IMPS5N drifts downgrade through suburban Millswood with locomotives NR4-BL30-NR64-ST31 on the point Roger Evans 


Sun.9.2: C508-C505-NR11 (9701) at 
20 40. 

Tues.11.2: C508-NR79-442s4 (9702) 
at 09 45. 


On Sun.16.2 train No.9821 was 
noted passing through Gheringhap 
at 12 57 with 26 ore wagons 
attached. The flooding west of 
Broken Hill resulted in Sydney - 
Perth trains being diverted via 
Melbourne for a period of four 
weeks. 

Wed.22.1 the up Overland was 
noted with BL31 and CLP12 whilst 
the down Overland that evening had 
G539 and CLP12. 

On Sat.8.2 G534-X34-T396-T400- 
T388 were seen passing through at 
09 10 with an up grain train. 

During the first week of February 
the up and down staff exchange 
apparatus was removed from 
Gheringhap. 


ARARAT - MARYBOROUGH - 
DUNOLLY: Standard gauge trains 
operating between Ararat, 
Maryborough and Dunolly in either 
direction are limited to twenty 
vehicles. WON 1/97 


NORTH WEST -— Mildura 


A shortage of grain hoppers has 
resulted in fifteen VHFX/VHDX 
wagons (used for fertiliser and 
dolomite traffic respectively) being 
sent to Mildura. A clearance check 
was made at the Yelta silos which 
they failed. However on Mon.10.2 
they were taken to Carwarp for 


testing and were found to be 
acceptable. The discharge doors were 
modified to prevent leakage, so these 
wagons have been used in grain 
service from Carwarp to Sunshine for 
local mill use releasing VHHY/ 
VHGX grain hoppers for export 
grain movements. 

X class locos continue to 
dominate on the Mildura line. 
Gypsum trains are usually hauled by 
a single G class with grain trains 
being hauled by one or two G class 
locos. 


NORTH — 


Swan Hill - Kulwin - Echuca 


The EM100 track testing vehicle was 
noted near Sea Lake on Wed.19.2. 

On Fri.14.2 the 09 20 up Bendigo 
pass. was noted at Bendigo with 
Heritage cars Norman, Murray and 
Victoria attached to set FN6, hauled 
by N453. 

9083 goods from Melbourne to 
Deniliquin derailed in Bendigo yard 
in the early hours of Fri.21.2. It is 
believed a youth seen within 
Bendigo yard may have been 
responsible. Damage was minimal 
although a small piece of concrete 
was knocked from the Three Arch 
bridge (the last bridge prior to the 
Bendigo station). 


NORTH EAST — 
Tocumwal - Albury 


X and T class locos were noted 
working North East grain trains 
during January and February with the 
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exception of Sat.25.1 where A62 was 
noted hauling an up grain. 

After the arrival of the NR class, 
C class have been rare in the North 
East. 

NRI1 was noted trailing G519 on 
a down goods on Wed.22.1. 

80 and 422 class locos still 
dominate as trailing units. 

The Bandiana superfreighter, 
normally hauled by a single G class 
was hauled by a H class and T399 
on Wed.29.1. 

As from Fri.31.1 a rail tractor has 
been provided at the Pivot 
Phosphate Co-operative located at 
the Wodonga Coal Sidings. The RT 
is operated by qualified Pivot staff. 


METROPOLITAN 


STONY POINT PASS.: From 
Fri.31.1 to Fri.14.2 this service been 
run by Ist and 2nd series X class and 
A class locos. X32, 34, 33, 37, 42 and 
43 have all run the trains in that 
period, as well as A class locos 78 
and 79. 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAIN: 
For the first time in six months 
Great Northern Rail Service 
locomotive 376 was used on 9553 
steel train on Thurs.30.1. 376 was 
noted leading X52, X54, T371 and 
35 wagons. 

376 was also noted on 9556 
trailing X53 and T1371 on Fri.31.1. 

Third series X classes oparate this 
train including X52 and X54 which 
have been inseparable for over seven 
months. 


NEWSRAIL April 1997 


THE ORE TRAIN DIVERTED 


Above: G525-DL45-AN8-8035 are at the head of 4AS6 empty ore train at Euroa on Sun.16.2.97. This unusual 
working of former AN locomotives on this special train was used to reposition a rake of empty Pasminco 
(Broken Hill) ore wagons between Broken Hill and Mannahill resulting from the washaway near Yunta in 
South Australia’s north east. The transfer movement was necessary so ore could be transhipped from road to 
rail at Mannahill to keep the smelter at Port Pirie in production and involved special access arrangements to 
pass through NSW and Victoria. The signals at Euroa were removed the following day 


Below: DL45-AN8-8035 worked the train from Parkes to Junee the previous day. The G class was attached to 
lead the train from Junee to Melbourne because of Victoria’s safeworking requiremen 
near Broadford Both photos John Kirk 


TOURIST 
TRAINS 
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Above left: On the South Gippsland Railway, K190 is climbing the grade between Ruby and 
Kardella with an up train on Sat.28.12.96 


Above right: K190 attacks the grade between Jeetho and Bena with a down train on Sat.7.12.96 
Both photos Phillip Ross 


Below: Ex QR DH59 on its maiden revenue excursion since being regauged by Bundaberg 
Foundry and fully overhauled by Puffing Billy Railway. The loco, with D21 (ex TGR V12) in the 
shafts as insurance, was rushed into service to haul the 10 30 thirteen car passenger train from 
Belgrave on Sun.5.1.97 (the first total fire ban day for the year) and is seen arriving at Menzies 
Creek. On the return from Lakeside, D21 was shut down for load testing purposes and DH59 
effortlessly walked away with the entire train. Note that the walkway handrails, illuminated 
number boards and headlights have still to be fitted Peter Ralph 


Above: A photo of the station building at Speed on the Mildura line on 


Sat.24.5.86 


Below: The former Speed railway station has been relocated to the Speed 


AND Lions’ Field Days site approximately two kilometres south of Speed. 
Tues.24.10.95 Both photos Tim Bur 
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ROLLINGSTOCK 


A Monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


LOCOMOTIVES 


X43 was noted freshly painted in 
V/Line Freight livery on the Stony 
Point pass. on Fri.24.1. 

A60 has had the staff exchanger 
removed. Although the cavity remains, 
steps with hand rails have been 


fitted. 


STORED: T382 and T402 were trans- 
ferred to Bendigo for storage during 
February joining S class 301, 306 and 
307 inside the roundhouse whilst S310 
is stored unserviceable outside (S301, 
$306 and $307 returned in traffic by end 
of March). 

National Rail locomotive C503 is 
stored at Port Augusta workshops. 
Prior to transfer to Port Augusta 
from Dry Creek several items were 
removed including a bogie swap with 
C505. 


NR LOCOMOTIVES: The following 
instructions were issued in Weekly 
Notice 5/97. 

NKR class locomotives are suitable to 
operate within Victoria and are permit- 
ted to operate as trailing units only, 
unless fitted with V/Line radio com- 
munication equipment and ASW 
equipment while running over ASW 
lines when they then operate as leading 
units. 

NR class locomotives have been 
authorised to haul 1759 tonnes in each 
direction between Melbourne and 
Wolseley, and Melbourne and Albury. 


WESTRAIL Q AND S CLASS 
LOCOMOTIVES: The underframes 
of the above new locomotives are 
being constructed at Clyde Engineer- 
ing, Somerton. They are then railed 
to Perth where construction is com- 
pleted. Weekly Notice 1/97 authorises 
the following: Q class underframes are 
authorised to travel at a maximum 
speed of 80 km/h. Their maximum 
rating is 27.615 tonnes for numbers 
Q301-Q303 whilst numbers Q304- 
Q315 will be a mass of 31.720 tonnes. 
Overall length is 21.955 metres. S class 
underframes are also authorised to 
travel at 80 km/h with a maximum rat- 
ing of 34.220 tonnes. Length is 21.995 
metres. 


OLD X IN SA: On Wed.26.2, X38 
was noted arriving in Adelaide from 
Melbourne on the SCT train marshal- 
led between GM42 and a DI class. X 


class locos are rare visitors to Adelaide 
since standard gauge was introduced. 
X38 and X40 of the second series are 
V/Line Freight’s only medium horse- 
power locomotives on the standard 
gauge. 

WAGONS 


National Rail Corporation has 
changed all VTHX wagons to RTHY 
classification. National Rail does not 


Sno 


A group of disused VTHX tankers stored without bogies at the Monsanto 


intended to operate these wagons in 
Victoria. 

ROHEF ore wagons and ROQF open 
wagons are permitted to operate in 
Victoria. 


CARRIAGES 


BCZ258 is currently being fitted with 
JSLA and HSL brake cylinders for trial 
purposes. The same type fitted to 
Comeng trains. 


eer 


plant at Brooklyn. Sun.17.7.94 


The VTHX tank wagons have been reunited with their bogies and are standing 


in the overgrown Monsanto siding at Brooklyn prior to removal. Sat.27.1.96 


Great Northern 376 hauls the VTHX wagons through Tottenham in early 


March 1996. These wagons are now rebuilt and in National Rail service 
All photos Steve Malpass 
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MAIL VAN 


A selection of the month’s Letters to the Editor 


Mr Bruce Irving of Maryborough 
writes: 


I enjoyed your news article on the 
XVIth Olympiad, Melbourne 1956 in 
NEWSRAIL November 1996 and with 
the author’s (Doug McLean) permis- 
sion I would like to mention a few of 
my own observations of the spectac- 
ular (railway) event. 

As the author obviously still has a 
copy of the original special timetables 
issued for the event (which I do not 
possess) he may wish to comment 
and add further details. 

At the time I was a young cadet en- 
gineer with the VR being employed in 
an office on the second floor of the 
Railway Administration Building at 
Spencer Street. My desk was beside a 
window overlooking the viaduct be- 
tween Spencer Street and Flinders 
Street so Ihad a grandstand view of all 
the specials arriving from the North 
East, Northern, North West and Wes- 
tern Districts. I was armed with a copy 
of the Special Timetable and took 
mental note of the arrival time of the 
trains. 


One important observation, which 
was not unexpected when one studied 
the proposed schedules for the trains, 
was that in the main all the trains 
hauled by B class locos were arriving 
very close to scheduled times. How- 
ever, most of those hauled by T class 
locos were arriving very late and our 
hearts went out to those hundreds of 
school children knowing that they 
were facing an even slower trip home 
over the rising grades facing all 
(except Geelong) down trains. 

It almost seemed (but never was 
confirmed) that the compilers of the 
timetables were not aware of the very 
limited capabilities of the T class when 
it came to passenger running. I really 
believed that they were deceived by the 
goods hauling capacity of the T class 
compared with the B and R classes. 
e.g., the ruling grade loads on most of 
the hill country was as follows: B class 
— 650 tons, T — 550 tons, R — 350-380 
tons. 

The T class had a high tractive effort 
being low geared but had difficulty 
attaining 60 mph on flat track with a 


a 


load of only four or five cars, let alone 
eight or nine cars on some of the 
specials. The speed of the specials on 
the hills would probably have dropped 
to about 15-20 mph — hence all the late 
arrivals. 


One evening I visited Jolimont to 
observe the returning trains and the 
hundreds of waiting school children. 
The method of passenger handling was 
of interest. Each school group assem- 
bled outside the station under their 
respective banners sometime prior to 
the scheduled departure of their 
returning train. Each group was allo- 
cated a particular carriage or carriages 
or part of a carriage and immediately 
the preceding groups had boarded 
their train, the school then marched to 
their allocated position on the plat- 
form ready for their train to arrive. 
Loading the trains was very rapid — 
I would suggest no more that 2-3 
minutes. (I note the schedule being 
between 2-5 minutes with 5 minutes 
being for the larger trains requiring a 
double stop for loading.) I was most 
impressed how efficiently the oper- 


R736 hauls a down north east mixed goods over the summit at Heathcote Junction on Sat.24.11.56, during 
the Olympic Games Doug McLean 


ation worked. The provision of the 
APL and BPL type carriages with their 
multitude of doors probable greatly 
assisted in this rapid loading. From 
the information provided it was of in- 
terest to note that some 7,400 students 
departed Jolimont on 23 November 
(probably the busiest day) in ten trains 
with eight trains departing in the space 
of just one hour. It was of interest to 
note that a near normal suburban ser- 
vice operated at the same time with 
suburban trains (usually) being slotted 
between consecutive country trains — 
refer your photo on page 339. This 
close headway was only possible by 
virtue of the permissive automatic 
signal system operating where a train 
must first stop at a red signal and then 
may proceed cautiously to follow a 
preceding train. 

A slight incident happened one 
evening when a C class on one train 
was a little tardy at stopping on the 
falling gradient and made a slightly 
rough contact with the preceding 
‘spark’ stationary at Jolimont station 
and damaged air hoses. I understand 
that slight delays occurred, but nothing 
major. Sorry my information here is 
a little sketchy. 

Perhaps the author may have further 
information on the makeup of those 
trains listed on Friday 23 November 
e.g., loco type (possibly number), 
number and type of carriages and 
estimated tonnage of each train. This 
may help to explain the T class situ- 
ation I have mentioned above. In hind- 
sight all T class trains should have been 
double-headed. 

Icommend the author on this article 
and trust that this supporting infor- 
mation will be of interest to some of 
our older readers. 


If YOU are interested in 
Railways why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN 
RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 
Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 
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A reply from Doug McLean: 


Mr Irving is quite correct in stating that 
the trains hauled by T class locos were 
late. In November 1956 the main line 
diesel electric fleet consisted of 26 B 
class locos, whilst there was a total of 
23 T class locos (320-342) available. 
The Eastern line to Traralgon had 
just been electrified in March 1956 and 
T class locos were used on the greater 
proportion of trains beyond Traralgon. 
The B class locos were used to the 
absolute limit. As a former train con- 
troller, engine controller and senior 
train controller I can sympathise with 
the then engine controllers, although 
they did have the advantage of being 
able to fall back to using steam traction 
on passenger and goods train services. 
An extended visit to Heathcote Junc- 
tion from 6.30 pm Friday 23 November 
to 7.00 pm Saturday 24 November saw 
two X class and one R class steam 
hauled goods train passing through. 
The use of PL type carriages was a 
real necessity to the Victorian Railways 
as PL carriages carried 80 passengers 
and had a tare weight of 30 tons. In 
1956 they were still equipped with 
screw couplings and the vast majority 
of the carriages did not have the vesti- 
bule connections used on the hospital 
train during World War 2. In addition 
the PL cars were still gas lit and this 
required the cars to be gassed each 


time they came to Melbourne. From 
memory PL carriages had three doors. 

T class locos were used on many 
trains as the B class fleet could not be 
everywhere. In 1956 B class locos were 
hauling the Spirit of Progress, Daylight 
Express, Albury Express, Mildura Ex- 
press and the Overland. 

There were four B class locos re- 
quired to operate trains to and from 
Serviceton each day, although I know 
of steam operating the Overland be- 
tween Dimboola and Serviceton in 
1955. This occurred at Christmas time 
when the interstate loading was very 
light and the B class locos could be 
more gainfully used hauling grain. 

Steam played a very small part in the 
Olympic effort. I do recall A?990 run- 
ning an Olympic special from Ballarat. 
The locomotive involved in the 
‘regrettable’ incident was R724 that 
collided with an electric train near Joli- 
mont. The late Mr George Brown 
(later Chief Commissioner) was on 
hand at Jolimont this particular even- 
ing and he arranged and supervised 
the transfer of the electric train that 
had become buffer locked into Princes 
Bridge station. 

Unfortunately in 1956 publications 
such as NEWSRAIL were not in produc- 
tion and the efforts made by the Vic- 
torian Railways and their staff were 
not properly documented. 


NOTICE TO 
NEWSRAIL PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Please note that Peter Weickhardt has been appointed 


as the new photographic editor. 


All photographs for possible publication in NEWSRAIL 


should now be submitted to Peter at: 


18 Imperial Avenue 
Mount Waverley, 3149 
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These two photographs, taken less than an hour apart on the evening 
of Thurs.27.2.97 illustrate the rapidly changing motive power on the 
National Rail network. In the top photo brand new Goninan-GE Dash 
9 locomotives NR9-NR10 are on the point of diverted Sydney - Perth 
freight SP5 as it crosses the lofty Maribyrnong River viaduct whilst a 
short time later Melbourne - Sydney freight MS4 is led over the same 
viaduct by second and third generation motive power in the form of 
Clyde-GM 8171 and tuscan liveried Alco 8046. Both of these units are 
on loan from Freight Corp Both photos Stuart Turnbull 
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'TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


WHERE IS THE SECOND 
BENDIGO No. 7? 


A regular subscriber to NEWSRAIL 
needs help in finding the aforemen- 
tioned tram. In 1951 the second num- 
ber 7 was sold, its details thereafter are 
unknown. If you know the where 


abouts of the missing tram please drop 
the news editor a line. 


CORRECTION 

Page 378: Refreshment trollies were 
provided on the Mildura Sunlight 
services until approximately 1966 
when minibuffets were introduced. 


CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column 


Freight Corp locos 8178-8175-8036 negotiate South Dynon Junction as they 
approach their destination with a National Rail Freight from Sydney at 08 36 
on Thurs.13.2.97. With continued delivery of NR class locomotives, lash ups of 

purely ‘old’ motive power are becoming increasingly uncommon Steve Munro 


FOR SALE 


Naughty, Naughty Newsrail!! Due to a 
break in transmission, last month’s ad ran as 
the ad for the last Auction. To clear up the 
confusion, here’s the ad that should have 
run... 

Best-Offer Mail Auction No.6 — Catalogue 
out soon!! If you’re not on The End of The 
Line Mailing List, send a Stamped, Self- 
Addressed Envelope (DL size) for your copy 
now to The End of The Line, P.O. Box 1078, 
North Fitzroy, Victoria 3068. The End of 
The Line. It’s where you’ll find Australian 
Railway Ephemera, Memorabilia and 
Collectables. We now return you to your 
regularly scheduled program. Thank you. 


Rail and Tram memorabilia and collectables 
for sale (books, badges, postcards, stamps, 
etc.). Free list of offers from Stafford 
Stamps, Box 73, Kew East, 3102. Phone/ 
Fax: (03) 9859 5827. 


° Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
: of books and magazines on railways. We are 
. interested in American, British and Australian 
: Railways. We also have lists available of 
. books and magazines we have for sale in the 
: shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
. World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
. Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


8178) 


Nothing to do on 


TUESDAY 
NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS 
Archives on the down 
platform at Windsor 
from 8 p.m.? 


See you there! 


G523-G525-G517-C509 stand in the Pa at Violet 7 Town with 6BY4/9823 steel train as tees wait to be overtaken 
by the Melbourne bound XPT. Sun.5.1.97 Darren Wood 


BRANCH LINE 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9am.—5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


Wats INGUIN SivaD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
Mon.-Thurs. 10 am-6 pm Fri.10 am-8 pm Sat. 9 am-4 pm. 
29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid week visits by arrangement: 
Phone 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties 
and special functions. 


Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


TRAIN HOBBY PUBLISHING 
THE LINDSAY CROW COLLECTION 


The Series Continues, "Special Limited Edition" 


"THE VERY BEST OF LINDSAY CROW" 
- The Whole Picture 
Victorian Railways Late Steam Era 
LARGE 30cm x 30cm SQUARE FORMAT CASE BOUND 
HARD COVER ONLY, SECTION SEWN 108 PAGES 
WITH LAMINATED DUST COVER 


This special edition large format book of 100 memorable railway images, will include a 
carefully chosen selection of pictures from right around the Victorian Railways system. 
Taken in the period from 1954 to 1966, these superb large format scenes will include 
trains in action, locomotive depots and station yard locations. 


Each picture is included firstly because of its outstanding nature and secondly because 
it could NOT be cropped down to A4 format without loss of important detail. 


Expected to be available late March ‘97. 


PRE-PUBLICATION PRICE DIRECT FROM THE PUBLISHER $75.00 
POST-PUBLICATION PRICE $89.95 


FROM ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS OR DIRECT FROM PUBLISHER 
POST FREE ANYWHERE IN AUSTRALIA 


TRAIN HOBBY 


BOX 5005 STUDFIELD POST OFFICE 
WANTIRNA SOUTH 3152 
Phone: (03) 9801 1889 . Fax: (03) 9801 5225 
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